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❚❚ Foreword
This booklet marks the
anniversary of the surrender
of the U-Boats in Derry ~
Londonderry ~ Doire. We are
proud of our long and rich
heritage and one major event
in particular, World War II, has
had a significant impact on the
history of the city and the wider
North West Region. The surrender of the U-Boats had
international significance as it effectively ended one
of the most important battles of the war, the Battle of
the Atlantic. At the time it was a momentous occasion,
marking another chapter in our maritime heritage, which
began when the first settlers travelled here by boat up the
River Foyle.
In recent years the city has rediscovered its maritime
heritage through the hosting of events such as the Clipper
Round the World Yacht Race. This booklet is a further
opportunity to remember our maritime heritage and
especially the city’s strategic role in World War II. This
is told through a wonderful collection of memories and
reflections from a variety of people. It allows the reader

to re-imagine some of the key events of the war and to
get a better understanding of how important the city and
region was in securing victory in 1945.
We are looking ahead to the creation of an exciting
Maritime Museum and Archive at Ebrington. This new
development will enable us to share the global story of
Derry during World War II, with our local residents and
visitors alike.
The amalgamation of both Derry City and Strabane
District Council will also heralds a new chapter in sharing
our history within our own communities and to those to
whom we extend a warm welcome.
I hope that you will enjoy reading the booklet and find
time to visit our other museums and visitor attractions in
the city and beyond to discover more about our heritage.

John Kelpie
Chief Executive
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❚❚ Introduction
On the 14th May 1945, eight German U-boats travelled
up Lough Foyle to berth at Lisahally. They were led
under escort by representatives from the Royal Navy
in HMS Hesperus, the Royal Canadian Navy in HCMS
Thetford Mines, and the United States Navy in the USS
Paine, as they were under orders to surrender their
boats upon arrival to the Allied Commander of the
Western Approaches, Sir Max Horton. For almost six
years the U-boats, often in mass-attack groups known
as Wolfpacks, had threatened vital Allied shipping lanes
across the Atlantic. Thousands of local people came
down to the shores at Culmore and Lisahally to watch
this symbolic event, highlighting the importance of Derry
and Lough Foyle as the beacon of resistance against the
U-Boat peril throughout the Second World War.
The city was vital in the war effort for many reasons.
It provided a vital dry dock for repairs and had a large
enough port to accommodate over 130 ships at any
time during the war. It provided a natural launching
area for ships to get quickly into the North Atlantic.
Most importantly, anti-submarine training in the form
of communication between aircraft and ships was
researched and developed at HMS Ferret, on the site of
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Ebrington Barracks. This proved to be the key to reducing
the U-boat threat significantly by the latter stages of
the war.
The war years had transformed the city from a quiet,
peaceful existence to a melting pot of cultures as Allied
sailors and servicemen from all over the world met and
interacted with the people of Derry on the streets, in
shops or at dances. Employment and industry in the city
boomed while training camps were erected all around the
city, four airfields were built to defend the convoys and a
new dock at Lisahally was constructed by the Allied forces.
By the time the U-Boats sailed in to surrender, Derry’s
importance in the war effort had been realised and word
of this former sleepy town, and the contribution it made,
was spread far and wide around the world. This booklet
tells the story of the Battle of the Atlantic through the
use of images and insights from local people, veterans
and historians.
Derry City and Strabane District Council
Museum & Visitor Service

Chapter 1

Derry The War Years
1 Aerial view of Londonderry
taken by German
Reconnaissance on New
Year’s Eve, 1941. Note the
marked points of interest
including: A (Port facility
including dry dock),
B (Ebrington Barracks) &
C (Train Stations). © IWM.
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The Germans had U-boats in France, and they were leaving
there to come into the Atlantic. So there needed to be an
Allied base to feed out boats into the Atlantic, to attack the
U-boats and protect the convoys. Derry became that centre
and navies from literally all over the world came here. There
are stories of so many boats being on the Foyle that people
were able to walk across it without getting their feet wet,
from deck to deck. I don’t know if that’s true but I’m happy
to listen to it. Roy Hamilton – Local Historian.

British Legion war-time dance in the Guildhall.
© Londonderry Sentinel.

Painted steps in the city during the war years
© Libraries NI.

There was almost an air of ‘partying’ in the city when the
boats came in. There were so many ballrooms and stories
about them. It was a fun time, as opposed to what was
happening in London and Belfast. Roy Hamilton.
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Warships Moored alongside Derry Quay. The ship nearest is HMS Foxglove, the base guardship.
© Derry City and Strabane District Council Archive Collection.
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It has always baffled me why Londonderry was never seen as a
primary target by the Germans. It was a shallow river and quite
long, and at that time the Germans had mines which would sit
on the bottom and would allow a certain number of ships to
go over and then they became live and would blow up. It would
have been perfectly possible for them to close this river, and the
130 odd ships inside would be locked up and unable to get out.
It would have been jolly difficult for minesweepers to trigger
these sophisticated mines that sat on the bottom also.
Peter Campbell – Former Commander of Royal Navy
Training Wing, Sea Eagle, Londonderry.

Bishop Street showing defensive tank traps.
© Derry City and Strabane District Council Archive Collection.

I remember the ambience of the city. You could stroll anywhere
you liked and if you were out at night at a debate, or the pictures
or a dance, you were safe coming home. There was never any
fear. It was a very dignified city at the time. You were aware
there was a war going on, but we never felt the suffering of the
war. If you went for an ice cream or a coffee to Yannarellis or
Fiorentinis you were aware of people from many nations. It was a
more interesting time than frightening. Mary Hughes - Former
Wren.
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Wrens Recruiting Poster. The Woman’s Royal Naval Service
(WRENS) played a vital role in logistical and technical support
of the Allied Forces. © Derry City and Strabane District Council
Archive Collection.

I signed up for the Wrens in a little office in Clarendon Street. Here
was a whole new world opening that gave women employment
in uniform. They gave me a navy blue uniform and they paid me
the princely sum of £2 a week. I was in the supply section. The
ships came up the Foyle and they got blankets and their clothing
refurbished. Maeve Kelly – Former Wren.

The city was only bombed once, on the 15th April 1941.
Thirteen people were killed and 23 seriously injured.

I talked to a man who was an ARP warden at the time, and
he started off his presentation quite strangely. He said ‘it was
a beautiful night for bombers’. I said ‘you’re going to have to
explain that a bit more. He said ‘well it was a moonlit night’. He
had helped take the dead out of Pennyburn. In those days you
would have had gas coming straight into the house on a pipe. He
remembers a pipe was broken and had ignited, burning like a bright
candle so people could see in the rubble. Roy Hamilton.
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I lived in 20 Messines Park. The houses were provided for
ex-servicemen, and my father fought in the Great War
and was wounded in the Somme. I remember my father
lifting me in a blanket, and we all went down to the ‘Glory
Hole’ which was under the stairs. We heard the airplane
coming over and my father knew it was German because of
the drone it made. My sister was hanging onto a shelf and
ended up pulling it down when the explosion happened.
My father went out and helped after, and I remember us
crying ‘Daddy, Daddy don’t leave us’. The front door was
blown in and the front window too, and there was other
bits of damage as well. We were evacuated by the ARP (Air
Raid Patrol) out to Newbuildings, but my father stayed and
looked after the house. We were away a couple of weeks
and moved back in when everything was fixed. Where the
bomb had fallen there was a huge crater, and it was very
eerie. We used to be afraid because everyone said there
were ghosts in there. Helen Colhoun.

Helen Colhoun aged 7 outside her house in Messines Park
before it was damaged by the German bombing.
© Helen Colhoun.
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h An American ‘Flush Deck’ destroyer being repaired in the
Strand Road Graving Dock. In the background is the ‘Bryce
and Weston’ shirt factory – now Long’s Supermarket. The
destroyer was one of 50 loaned to Britain in return for
‘base rights’. © Derry City and Strabane District Council
Archive Collection.

Boy Scouts at the inauguration in the Guildhall of a wartime ‘Scrapmetal Collection Week’. © Londonderry Sentinel.

The economy of the city was transformed. The money the
escorts brought in was a huge asset. People really enjoyed
the transformation. The dances in the Guildhall, the people
who married the sailors...remember, the Americans came
here in April 1941, six months before Pearl Harbour. They
started building Lisahally and other resources here in Derry.
As soon as the war happened, they got out of their plain
clothes, into their uniform and into the war effort.
Peter Campbell.
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Chapter 2

The Allies
American GI’s with Children in Derry. GI
traditionally stood for ‘Government Issue’
equipment supplied to US forces, but by the
Second World War it was more commonly
attributed to describe US army infantry.
© Guildhall Press.
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Until World War II when the Americans arrived, we had
never seen a hamburger or a hotdog, and suddenly that
culture was injected into us. Roy Hamilton.

American Navy building the docks at Lisahally, 28th
January 1942. The completed wharf was over two thousand
feet long. Pine imported from the State of Oregon was used
in its construction, February 1942. © IWM.

We were all young boys in those days and we did a lot of
walking. I don’t ever remember seeing a taxi. They had
these Irish jaunting cars. It had one horse and you sat on the
side. That was our taxi, but most of the time we couldn’t
afford it, as we weren’t making much money in those days.
I always enjoyed Londonderry. We’d be there every 28 days.
Gordon Wright - Royal Canadian Navy Veteran.

United States sailors play a game of cards in their sleeping
quarters onboard a corvette while docked in the city.
© IWM.
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It was very dreary in Derry, kind of misty, especially as it
was wartime. It was busy too, with ships from all over, and
the streets were just full of people coming and going.
Earl Chadwick – Royal Canadian Navy Veteran.

United States sailors in the workshops run by
all-American personnel at Londonderry © IWM.

Earl Chadwick after basic training, Windsor, Ontario 1944.
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Out of the four submarines we sunk, we took prisoners from
two. The other two we blew apart. Even though they were
our enemy it makes you feel terrible that those people were
there but we got to be very good friends with our prisoners.
We treated them well, and in later years they contacted me
and asked me if I’d come to Germany and celebrate their
get-togethers. They always said they had two birthdays in
the year; April 14th, the day we sunk them and their own.
So they were very grateful. Gordon Wright.

American technicians and locals erecting Quonset huts for the US navy’s accommodation camp at Beech Hill, Ardmore, in
January 1942. © IWM.

I was six years old in 1941 when I remember the Americans building Beech Hill. They were clearing tons of earth with big
Caterpillar tractors, earth moving equipment, to make a foundation for the US marines. They were civilians. America didn’t
enter the war until Pearl Harbour was struck. Nat Mc Glinchey.
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Commodore Ross Stewart, British Naval Officer,
addresses sailors on board a ship in the Graving Dock.
© IWM.
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Commodore C.W.G. Simpson addressing sailors of the
10th Escort Group, February 1945. Magee College can be
seen on the skyline. © IWM.

British and United States sailors greet each other from their destroyers which are secured alongside when the first United
States warships escorting a convoy across the Atlantic arrived at Londonderry. © IWM.
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An American, Canadian and English sailor, pictured with
‘Philadelphia’ Bill Dalton at this famous, war-time Rossville
Street Bar. © Derry City and Strabane District Council
Archive Collection.

GI Brides from Derry arriving in New York, 1945. © Derry
City and Strabane District Council Archive Collection.

On board the Canadian Corvette Chambly in Derry, 19th
Oct 1943. Sub Liet. D.T. Ingraham, from St. Johns, New
Brunswick, is pictured with three other Canadian Sailors.
© IWM.

It was largely a man’s navy. The corvettes were terribly
uncomfortable ships. Dr Guy Chauvin - Nova Scotia
Naval Association of Canada.
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An airborne Fairey Swordfish in flight, showing the position of the rockets used to assist the aircraft in take off. The Fairey
Swordfish was operating from Royal Naval Air Station at Maydown in Northern Ireland. Note the radar dome mounted
beneath the chin of the aircraft. Airborne radar was instrumental in turning the tide against the U-boat threat. © IWM.
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Chapter 3

The U-Boats
Many of the photographs in this chapter are taken
from a series of seven albums in the museum
collection relating to the U-boats and World
War II. Each album contains photographs, signed
postcards and hand-written details of 48 U-boat
captains and their activities during the war. The
photographs show a wide range of U-boat activity
(including at sea, sinkings, returning from patrols
and presentations of medals).
The collection is significant as it illustrates the
history of the U-boat activity in the Battle of the
Atlantic which is central to the history of this
city during the Second World War. This theme is
one of many to be explored and illustrated in the
new Maritime Museum and Archive Centre being
developed at Ebrington. The collection will also
form part of the display and research material for
visitors to the museum.
Klaus Scholtz with the Crew of U-108. © Derry City and
Strabane District Council Archive Collection.
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Joseph Goebbels on U-123 during the filming of ‘U-Boat
Westward!’; a propaganda film about the U-Boats in
the Atlantic. © Derry City and Strabane District Council
Archive Collection.

A military band plays a farewell to the U-29 as it departs
Lorient in 1940. © Derry City and Strabane District Council
Archive Collection.
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Crew from a merchant vessel torpedoed by U-968
about to climb on board the U-Boat after abandoning
ship. U-968 sank under tow by the HMS Prosperous off
Rathlin Island on the 29th November 1945 following its
surrender after the war. © Derry City and Strabane District
Council Archive Collection.

Großadmiral Karl Donitz, commander of the U-Boats,
speaking with Korvettenkapitän Georg Wilhem Schulz of
the U-64 and U-104 before the crew embark on patrol
in 1941. © Derry City and Strabane District Council
Archive Collection.
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Off duty on U-711. © Derry City and Strabane District
Council Archive Collection.

Peeling potatoes on U-129. The longest patrol that U-129
carried out was 120 days on her final patrol from March
to July 1944. © Derry City and Strabane District Council
Archive Collection.
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The Launch of U-504. This type IXC U-Boat carried out seven
patrols and sank 16 ships before it was destroyed by depth
charges from the HMS Kite, HMS Woodpecker, HMS Wren and
HMS Wild Goose on the 30th July 1943 off the coast of Spain. All
hands (53) were lost. © Derry City and Strabane District Council
Archive Collection.

Loading bow torpedoes on U-255. U-boats
did not have enough storage space so food and
supplies were stored anywhere possible, such as
the box of apples below the torpedo hatch in this
picture. © Derry City and Strabane District Council
Archive Collection.
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The crew of U-99 celebrating with their
captain Otto Kretschmer after a successful patrol.
Kretschmer was one of the most successful U-boat
‘aces’, sinking over 47 ships totalling 274,418
tons. He scuttled U-99 on the 17th March 1941
after an attack from HMS Walker and HMS Vanoc
left him unable to escape. He survived the war
and later worked for the post-war German navy
(Bundesmarine) and for NATO. © Derry City and
Strabane District Council Archive Collection.

The crew of U-711 searching for enemy ships and aircraft.
This type VIIC U-boat was one of the last that was sunk
during the war on the 4th May 1945. 32 crew members
were killed and 15 survived. © Derry City and Strabane
District Council Archive Collection.
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Chapter 4

The U-Boats Surrender
There is an expression in Derry that if people think
something is important enough, they’ll run buses
to it. Well they ran buses down to the U-Boat
Surrender. Roy Hamilton.

© Derry
Journal
16th May
1945
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U-boat sailing into surrender past Culmore point,
May 14th 1945. © Helen Colhoun.

German map of Lough Foyle. © Derry City and Strabane
District Council Archive Collection.
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U-boat crews unload their submarines after surrendering
at Lisahally, 24-25th May 1945 © IWM.

Submarine Clock from Derry City and Strabane District
Council Museum Collection.

28

U 802 crew (Karl Wahnig, 2nd from right top in
Kommodants Cap) pose at the commissioning of the
submarine. © Karl Wahnig.

I remember well my visit to the submarines which were
tied up at Derry Quay after the surrender. I was a junior
schoolboy in my third year at St. Columb’s College in
Bishop Street at the time. The bulk had moored at Lisahally

but a number of them were taken upstream to dock near
the Great Northern Railway Station at the Foyle Road.
Strangely, I was the only student of our school of 500
pupils to take advantage of the opportunity. I had imagined
them to be mighty vessels, so it was a disappointment
to see how small they actually were. When I went up the
gangplank a courteous English sailor welcomed me aboard
and showed me around. I was surprised at how cramped
the conditions were. I was tall for my age, so I had to crouch
down to go through from one compartment to another.
The submarine was cleverly designed to make maximum
use of space; the compartments were connected by narrow
apertures with a shelf below and the personnel had to step
over this shelf and squeeze through to the next section. To
me it seemed very claustrophobic for living and working.
The equipment was very high quality with shining brass
and frequent metal-embossed notices and alerts all headed
‘Achtung!’. Visitors were shown the bunks and the conning
tower and the instruments. I had learned that an Irishman,
John Holland, was the inventor of the submarine, so I felt
a certain pride in his achievement, but I could not help
thinking of the loss of life caused by these vessels of war.
However, it was a privilege and an experience to view these
submarines. Fr. Arthur O’Reilly.
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To the Germans forming the last crews there was irony in the situation. Their last port of call was the home of their greatest
foes – The Allied Navies – and there was an allied touch about the whole setting- berthing in a British port not so many miles
from their former hunting ground, and within a few hundred yards of the shores of neutral Eire, which harboured the German
representative; tying up at a wharf constructed by American technicians under the Lease – Land Agreement, being watched by
one of Britain’s last great submarine aces, and the crew of a merchant ship from Norway, which was overrun, but never really
defeated by the enemy. Londonderry Sentinel Tuesday 15th May 1945.
Local people watch as U-1009 passes Culmore,
14 May 1945. © Robert Mc Kergan.

After a rather cloudy afternoon, with some showers, the
weather cleared somewhat about half an hour before the
escorting vessels came in sight. It was an impressive scene
as the Royal Navy, Royal Canadian Navy, and then the
United States ships passed the jetty, and then in their wake
followed the surrendered crews. Londonderry Sentinel
Tuesday 15th May 1945.
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Surrendered U-boat crewmen at Culmore station,
14th May 1945. © Mr. Macpherson.

Admiral Sir Max Horton, Commander-in-Chief,
Western Approaches, and Sir Basil Brooke on U-826.
© Mr. Macpherson.

The German sailors were all standing along the submarines. The first one came up and out stepped the captain. He took off
his cap, tucked it under his arm and stepped onto the wooden jetty. Standing there was a British officer. His name was Max
Horton. The German stepped forward with his hand outstretched to shake his hand. The Englishman completely ignored the
outstretched hand. Young and all as I was I realised there are winners and losers everywhere. It was common courtesy. I will
never forget it. It was terrible, unnecessary. All the sailors saw their commanding officer humiliated. As if he wasn’t humiliated
enough with the surrender. This was worse. Maeve Kelly.
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Surrendered
U-boats moored
at Lisahally,
1945. © IWM.

The Germans were all very young men, and, judging by their appearance, seemed to have been on
patrol many weeks. They all wore dark green uniforms, cut on similar lines to the British battledress,
with black leather sea boots and black forage caps. The officers wore grey leather wind breakers. Most of
them were wearing the Iron Cross. The British officer in charge of each submarine gave his orders to one
of the German Officers, who passed them on to the crew in German through a megaphone. To a certain
extent the German Sailors seemed to be unconcerned about their position, and after mooring their
submarines, most of them found interest in the sweep of mountains down to Culmore Bay. A passing
train interested them too. Londonderry Sentinel Tuesday 15th May 1945.

32

U-boat prisoners put to work clearing their surrendered
vessels, supervised by Royal Navy personnel.
© Mr. Macpherson.

German naval officers being sent off to a prisoner of war
camp via train after the surrender of U-boats at Lisahally
in May 1945. From left to right: Ober Lnt. Heinrick Jacobs
(U293), Ktlnt. Helmut Schoeckle (Commander of U-802),
Ober. Lnt. Klaus Kilgendorf (Commander of U-1009, Ober
Lnt Olaf Lubke (Commander of U-826), Kt. Lnt Leonhart
Klingspor (Commander of U-293). © IWM.
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It was only at the end of the war that I started my
submarine career. We left Kiel for the first time in January
1944. The good times for submarine successes were gone
long ago. The main thing was to survive. It was very hard by
then to find and sink a ship. Ktlnt. Helmut Schoeckle,
Commander of U-802. © U-boat.net

The sinking of a surrendered U-boat off the Donegal coast
by 201 Squadron RAF, as part of Operation Deadlight.
© Ian Henderson.
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In November and December 1945 all the U-boats were
towed out to the North Atlantic and sunk as part of
Operation Deadlight. Ten of them went to the Russians. The
Russians came here to take them, they attended a dance
in the Guildhall and then sailed away in the submarines. Of
course they took the newest and best back to Russia and
learnt from them and developed their own underwater
service. Peter Campbell.

Sir Admiral Horton came to Londonderry for the surrender
deliberately because of the massive contribution Derry
had made in the war. It is my great regret that when the
German Commander came out of the first submarine
and put his hand out, Admiral Horton refused to shake
hands with him. We’ve got a statue in Ebrington Square
that represents the international maritime sailor, whether
UK, Allied, German, and Italian – all the people who
were lost in the Atlantic. That is our tribute (Royal Naval
Association) and I hope that it someway compensates for
that awkwardness with Admiral Horton, which you can
well understand after giving his all to sinking the U-boats,
but it’s always seemed to me to be terribly sad. Peter
Campbell.

The International Sailor statue at Ebrington.
© Tony Boyle.

Shipwrecks off the North West Coast including
Operation Deadlight U-Boats. © Derry City and Strabane
District Council Archive Collection.

Over 100 U-boats were scuttled off the North West
coast of Ireland after the war. Some were destroyed
in tactical exercises, some simply by gun fire. A few
sank after their tow snapped in rough seas while
others were simply scuttled. They lie at the bottom
of the sea in dangerous depths but in near perfect
visual diving conditions. They have captured the
imagination of many divers and enthusiasts over
the years but their story is far from over.
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The legacy of Operation Deadlight and its challenge in trying to sink all of the U-boats in deep water is the remarkable fact
that some of them can be visited by experienced recreational divers. Amongst the diveable wrecks are some of the most
interesting and iconic U-boats of the Second World War. When we first began to dive them it was amazing to find that they
included famous U-boats like U155 and incredibly rare types such as the minelayer U218 and the so-called “wonder weapon”
Type XXI’s U2511 and U2506. Today, divers who venture out to the U-boat wrecks are reminded in a very special way of
the Battle of the Atlantic, the longest struggle of the Second World War. In this way the Deadlight wrecks are a remarkable
monument to our naval heritage. Dr. Innes Mc Cartney, Nautical Archaeologist & Explorer
U-128
conning tower.
© Innes Mc Cartney.
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U-2511 with batteries. © Innes Mc Cartney.

Diver with conning tower hatch of U-155.
© Innes Mc Cartney.

Diver with fore-hatch U-2506. © Innes Mc Cartney.

Periscope U-218. © Innes Mc Cartney.
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Many mementos from the U-boat surrender still survive
in the form of photographs, objects and stories. If you can
help us build a fuller picture of this momentous event,
please get in touch.
If you would like to discover more about our heritage
why not visit the exhibitions at the award-winning
Tower Museum and the city’s premier civic building,
the Guildhall.

Derry City and Strabane District
Council
Museum and Visitor Service
Tower Museum
Union Hall Place
Derry ~ Londonderry ~ Doire
BT48 6LU
Northern Ireland
(028) 7137 2411
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